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MANAGEMENT NEWS
We want to reach you …

We want to make sure all of our residents who want to receive 
activity eblasts are receiving them.  These emails include information 
relative to trips, entertainment, clubs, committees, etc.  If you feel 
you are not receiving the many eblasts that I send out, please contact 
our Lifestyle Director Susan Schovanec.

Dear Residents,

I hope that you have all been able to get out and enjoy the spring weather.  
We sure have had some nice days recently.  Here are a few updates and reminders 
that we hope you find helpful.  Should you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact the Management Office at any time – we are here to help!

Outdoor Amenities 
The outdoor pool is scheduled to open on Memorial Day weekend on Saturday, 

May 27, 2023, at 11:00 A.M.  The pool will have normal operation and residents 
will check in with the badge checker by presenting their ID and any guest passes 
for those with them.  Additional details will follow, via eblast, when we get closer 
to Memorial Day weekend.  Chairs will be provided to the residents. Guests will 
be permitted for the 2023 season but will need to bring a chair on weekends and 
holidays in order to be permitted entry. Passes will be available for sale from the 
Clubhouse Committee for $7 each.  Details on obtaining passes will be sent out 
via eblast to the community.  The outdoor pool will be open from 11:00 A.M. to 
7:00 P.M. daily following its first open date.

As a reminder, the tennis courts, bocce courts, shuffleboard, and pickleball 
courts opened for play on April 1, 2023. During future work on improving the 
Pickleball Courts and moving the Shuffleboard Courts, the location will be closed 
to residents.  When the start date for the work is finalized, the community will be 
informed.  A reservation is available for play in all areas.  Having a reservation 
ensures that the time will be available.  Those without reservations may make use 
when the courts are otherwise not reserved but must give primacy to those with 
reservations.

American Lawn and Sprinkler (ALS)
ALS has begun mowing the lawns as of mid-April.  As a reminder, if you 

need something addressed in the common area you are required to submit a work 
order to the Management Office and we will see that it is completed.  Please do 
not report anything directly to the landscaper as they are not permitted to take 
direction from anyone other than their supervisor and/or Management.  You may 
submit a work order by sending us an email, completing an online e-form work 
order request via the community website, or completing a hard copy of the Work 
Order Request Form.  Please note that it can take up to two weeks for your work 
order to be completed, weather permitting.

Irrigation
We have a very sophisticated irrigation system throughout the common areas 

in the community that over the last 3 years has had all wires and irrigation boxes 
repaired and or changed out.  The system is not running daily yet; however, it 
will be turned on by mid-May or early June depending on the need.  Testing of 
the system by ALS may happen sporadically throughout the month.  Should you 
notice a problem or have a concern with the irrigation system, please submit a 
work order per the instructions above, or contact the Management Office.  Please 
do not contact ALS directly as they will redirect you to the Management Office.

Mulching of Street Trees Not Permitted
Please be reminded that you are NOT permitted to install mulch around the 

street tree in front of or adjacent to your home.  This tree is maintained and mulched 
by the Association.  In the past, we have seen residents installing their own mulch 
in this area.  Please refrain from mulching this tree and/or decorating or pruning 
it, as it is not permitted according to the rules and regulations of the Association.  
If you feel the tree is in need of attention, please contact the Management Office 
and we will assist you.

Planting Beds Surrounding Your Home
The planting beds surrounding your home are your responsibility and must be 

maintained in a weed-free presentation year-round.  The Association’s landscaper 
will not touch your beds at any time.  Should you wish to change the landscaping 
surrounding your home, please be reminded that you must first complete an exterior 
modification request form and obtain prior approval before the work begins.

Should you have any questions about the community or anything listed above, 
please feel free to contact the Management Office at 732-786-1725.
Sincerely,
Andrew Newman, Community Manager
Tara Lesnick, Assistant Community Manager
Susan Schovanec, Lifestyle Director
On Behalf of the Board of Trustees
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Community Services

Community Property Manager  Andrew Newman
 anewman@taylormgt.com 
sK 44 Palomino Drive, Manalapan, NJ 07726
 Fax - 732-786-1728
Assistant Property Manager Tara Lesnick 732-786-1725
 tlesnick@taylormgt.com
Lifestyle Director Susan Schovanec 732-786-1727

dsheehan@taylormgt.com
 44 Palomino Drive, Manalapan, NJ 07726-9566
Gatehouse 732-446-6478
KHOV Homeowner Services/ Warranty Dept. 877-832-6231

All irrigation questions and work orders should be reported to the 
Management Office, in writing.  American Lawn and Sprinkler is no longer 
accepting work orders directly from homeowners.  The Management Office 
is open Monday through Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Irrigation emergencies 
that occur when the office is closed should be reported to the Taylor 
Management Emergency Hotline at 888-992-9288.  Examples of irrigation 
emergencies are:   Water is flooding in an area or roadway or the irrigation 
system won’t shut off.  All other problems or concerns should be reported 
to the Management Office during normal business hours.

Important Phone Numbers
Emergency phone numbers during non-business hours (5 P.M. - 8 A.M.)*

Four Seasons Common Area Emergency Hotline .........................888-992-9288
Plumbing Emergency ............ F & W Mechanical ........................732-286-4747
HVAC Emergency ................. Kool Vent .......................................732-905-3756
Electric Emergency ................ Mac Electrical Contractors .............732-684-1129
...........................................................................................................732-522-7088

*In the event that you experience an emergency after normal business hours, please inform your 
Homeowner Service Coordinator on the next business day.

Emergency phone numbers during normal business hours (8 A.M. - 5 P.M.)

Fire & Rescue ......................... Manalapan Fire Dept. .................Emergency 911
........................................................................................................732-462-1112
Police ...............................................................................................................911
........................................................................................................732-446-4300
Electric Company ................... JCP&L ...........................................800-662-3115
JCP&L: ...........................................................1-888-LIGHTS (1-888-544-4877)
Gas Company ......................... NJ Natural Gas Co. .......................800-221-0051
Telephone Company ............... Verizon ..........................................800-675-9966
Sewer ...................................... Western Monmouth Utility Authority
........................................................................................................732-446-9300
Garbage .................................. Manalapan Twp. ...........................732-446-8404
Irrigation ................................ Management Office .......................732-786-1725
Water................... ................... Suez Water ....................................888-770-6030
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Four SeaSonS At Manalapan
An Active Adult Community

Cover by Archive Photo
 Centerfold created by The Pegasus Press Staff

Statement of Editorial 
Principles
Pegasus Editorial Staff

The goal of the Pegasus Press, the official 
publication of the Four Seasons at Manalapan 
community, is threefold:
- To provide information to residents of FS@M from 

the Board of Trustees, its committees and clubs, the 
property management company, and the township

- To inform the residents of FS@M as to social, 
cultural, and educational events in the community 
and surrounding area

- To establish a means of communication within 
FS@M that fosters community spirit and goodwill 
among residents
All articles and opinions expressed in the Pegasus 

Press represent the viewpoint of the respective authors 
and do not necessarily represent the opinions of the 
FS@M community or its editors. We assume no 
responsibility for the contents or the accuracy of the 
same.

Pegasus Press reserves the right to reject, edit, 
or condense all submissions and will not accept any 
article it deems libelous, inflammatory, plagiarized, 
or in bad taste.

Senior Publishing Company prints the Pegasus 
Press at no cost to the FS@M Homeowners 
Association. The publisher and not the editorial staff 
of this publication have solicited all advertisers. We 
disclaim all responsibility for the goods and services 
advertised herein.

PEGASUS PRESS
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“Serving your home improvement needs for over 60 years”
* * * * * *

Shop @ Home Service Available!

Showroom Hours
Monday thru Friday
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Saturday

8 am - 2 pm

NJ HIC #13VH0117400

We Accept
and Financing Available.

• RETRACTABLE FABRIC AWNINGS
• PORCH ENCLOSURES
• ALL  TYPES OF DOORS

• CLOSET MIRROR DOORS
• TUB & SHOWER ENCLOSURES

• SCREEN & GLASS REPAIRS
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www.AceHomeNJ.com

342 ROUTE 9 NORTH • MANALAPAN, NEW JERSEY 07726
Barry Fisher a property owner in Covered Bridge

(732) 617-4070
ads-880c

ACE HOME IMPROVEMENTS

“Serving your home improvement needs for over 60 years”
* * * * * *

Shop @ Home Service Available!

Showroom Hours
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and Financing Available.

• Porch Enclosures
• Replacement Glass

(For Windows & Patio Doors)
• All Types of Doors
• Closet Mirror Doors

• Replacement Windows
(White In & Brown Outside)
*Special Pricing for Covered Bridge

• Tub & Shower Enclosures
• Screen & Glass Repairs
• Repairs, Service & More
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Professionally managed by Taylor Management Company
44 Palomino Drive • Manalapan, NJ  07726  (732)786-1725 

From Your Board of Trustees

          Arnie Klein  Jerry Judin  Roger Colarusso     Gail Gnesin         Brian Shorr 

Board of Trustees Report:  May 2023

In March, the Board of Trustees (BOT) had their regular meeting on the morning 
of March 20, 2023, via Zoom teleconferencing due to continuing Covid-19 
virus concerns.  Many items of interest to homeowners were discussed during 
the meeting.  The following Trustees were in attendance:  Gail Gnesin, Roger 
Colarusso, Jerry Judin, and Brian Shorr.  Arnie Klein was absent.  The following 
Management representatives were present:  Andrew Newman, Tara Lesnick, and 
Diane Sheehan.

The minutes from the February 20, 2023, BOT meeting were unanimously approved 
by the BOT. 

Residents were advised that questions would be taken regarding topics being 
discussed during the meeting.  

The following motions were made and unanimously approved regarding previously 
ratified decisions by the BOT:  

• Hiring of Susan Schovanec as the new Lifestyle Director
• Repairing of two wooden gazebos, 60 planks of the east-west bridge, and 

various wood items on the pergolas by HTHI Construction in the amount 
of $12,500

• Repairing nine catch basins and two sinkholes by Rothberg and Sons in the 
amount of $16,920.00 

• Cleaning services for 11 weeks by Global Cleaning during medical leave 
by weekend maintenance staff in the amount of $5,799.20

• Approving the annual waterfall maintenance contract by Candlewood in the 
amount of $5,596.48

• Approving the pool management contract for 2023 by Candlewood in the 
amount of $105,000.00

• Maintaining the shuffleboard courts in their current location on two of the 
bocce courts until the construction of the new pickleball/shuffleboard court 
is completed

• Approving a carpet cleaning device to be selected by the Clubhouse 
Committee (CC) for use in the Clubhouse

• Adding combination locks to the kitchen ovens in the Clubhouse

Community Manager Andrew Newman (AN) advised the following:
• February’s financial statements will be delivered to the BOT and Finance 

Committee (FC) when completed by Taylor Management Company’s (TMC) 
accounting team. 

• There were no resales this month.
• There were 16 email blasts sent out since the last BOT meeting.
• The Pegasus gate has been repaired and the repaired actuators have been 

installed.  The yelp system that was also later found to be not working was 
repaired as well.

• The Cannonero gate was found to be stuck in the up position frequently.  
Upon inspection by Technocality, the gate contractor, it was found that 
a semi-clear, hard-to-remove substance had built up on the gate’s sensor 
and was causing the gate to believe an object was moving through it.  This 
substance was removed through a deep clean. 

• The indoor pool dehumidification system had a drip leak from its condenser 
coils.  Replacement coils have been installed by TLP and the system is now 
back to working at 100% efficiency.

• Secretariat gate issues appear to be caused by the loop which is under 
warranty.  This is being investigated by Technocality.

• A report was received following the completion of the drainage study by 
PS&S Engineering (PS&S), the HOA engineering contractor, on September 
8, 2022.  The Cauthen repairs were done last week and the Salerno repairs 
will be completed this week.  The Grounds Committee (GC) has reviewed 
the work and will be speaking with American Lawn & Sprinklers (AL&S) 
on Wednesday, March 22. The inspection for section 2 is being delayed until 
2024, but the inspections for section 1 will take place in April with PS&S, 
AL&S, and the GC.

• One of the GC projects in 2023 will be to clean up around the eight main 
gazebos in the community.  Repairs of the wood gazebos have been scheduled 
with HTHI, the HOA’s wood repair contractor.  Power washing was done by 
Red Ram with AL&S adding a limited number of stones to act as a barrier 
to block mulch from reentering.  Plant material additions are still under 
consideration.

• The CC has been working to select a new sink and faucet for the Clubhouse 
kitchen in order to better allow cleaning of items after events.  Plumbing 
contractor Caballero & Sons has ordered the selected new sink and faucet 
which will be installed in the next two weeks.  The sink will be 10 inches 

deep and the faucet 18 inches high, giving 16 inches of clearance.  This will 
allow objects up to 26 inches to be placed under the faucet for significantly 
more clearance than the current 17 inches of clearance.

• Many wood items such as the gazebos, the walking bridges, the pergolas 
both at the pool and bocce courts, and some of the benches and tables are on 
the deferred maintenance schedule for work this year and are being assessed 
for both repair and touch up needs.  The repair of the gazebos, the east-west 
bridge, and the pergolas will be done by HTHI in the coming weeks.

• The Clubhouse Committee (CC) is investigating possibly changing the tile 
in the indoor pool to a tile that does not require annual non-slip treatment as 
the current product does.  One consideration is using a much smaller tile that 
would gain more grip from the additional grout points. Once initial estimates 
come back, as well as visits to locations with small tiles are conducted, a 
presentation will be made to the BOT on the cost-benefit analysis of a change.

• The BOT and Management are assessing the viability of additional 
handicapped parking at the Clubhouse and whether it can be installed cost-
effectively while also improving safety.  Initial quotes are being obtained.

• Due to the lack of snow this winter, the irrigation repairs are ahead of 
schedule, allowing AL&S to start on the final section of irrigation repair in 
the community after finishing the southern half of the west side repair.  This 
final section will include areas on Comtois, Denerail, Maremanna, Criollo, 
Salerno, and the odd-numbered side of Wintergreen.  This project started at 
the beginning of March and should be finished by the end of April.

• Per BOT approval to move forward on the pickleball courts/shuffleboard 
courts project, Management will work with PS&S and BOT attorneys to 
obtain the needed items to get Township approval.  Then the work can be 
scheduled with Kurt’s Kourts.  The application has been submitted to the 
Township and a Zoom meeting is being set up.

• The driveway apron and sidewalk repairs were done on the west side of 
the community in 2022.  At the April meeting of the GC, the work will be 
reviewed to determine what the next step will be prior to recommendations 
to the BOT.  On the east side, some sidewalks have been marked out in 
advance with cones for work needed.

• Following the LAN Exterior designs from last year, the GC has been 
reviewing them and determining which projects around the Clubhouse 
to prioritize.  The GC will be working through the spring to take action 
on selected areas for improvement. A quote for the bike rack area will be 
provided by AL&S at the April meeting, as well as for back patio sprinkler 
corrections.

• Following the repair of the Comtois basin area by Enviroscapes last fall and 
outflow cleaning work by AL&S, the GC will monitor the work this year and 
work with Enviroscapes to ensure any items under warranty are replaced as 
needed. The GC met with Enviroscapes last week and will be obtaining a 
quote for the additional needed work such as valve access doors, jetting of 
the other basins, and final repairs to the flat graded area on the north side of 
the basin.

• The Breton basin was noted previously to have higher than normal 
phosphorus levels.  The GC, after considering various options to deal with 
the algae build-up each year caused by these levels, recommended to the 
BOT to use a binding agent.  The binding agent was recommended by Black 
Lagoon as well.  This has been approved and the treatment was done last 
week by Black Lagoon.  Results will be monitored throughout the year.

• As a reminder, the next BOT meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 17, 
2023, at 9:00 A.M. via Zoom.  

The GC represented by Bob Button (BB), committee member, and AN advised 
the following:  

• The GC is meeting at the Breton Circle with Pavement Impressions to see 
what can be done about the cracking at the edges of the repair previously 
made at that location.  

• The GC will also be meeting with vendors for apron/sidewalk repairs so 
that future work will be more visually pleasing.  

• A meeting is being scheduled with Enviroscapes for access doors and basins 
to make the work easier for one person to do.  The access doors will be 
fitted with locks.  

• The entrances at Cannonero and Secretariat are being evaluated to see if any 
warranty work needs to be done following the work that was done last year.  

• A full system test of the sprinkler system will take place in mid-April over 
the course of two days.  The dates for this test will be announced in advance.  

The CC, represented by David Sobel (DS), chairperson, advised the following:
• The final review of the Candlewood pool contract has been completed.  More 
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Professionally managed by Taylor Management Company
44 Palomino Drive • Manalapan, NJ  07726  (732)786-1725 

From Your Board of Trustees

          Arnie Klein  Jerry Judin  Roger Colarusso     Gail Gnesin         Brian Shorr 
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specifics were added to the contract to allow us to monitor Candlewood.  In 
addition, Candlewood will have a better understanding of what is expected 
of them.  

• Fitness Lifestyle completed the quarterly maintenance of the Fitness Center.  
Special attention was given to treadmills and ellipticals for more efficient 
running.

The Architectural Control Committee (ACC), represented by DD, chairperson, 
advised the following:

• There were one modification and two refund requests this month.  
• One refund request showed the generator being installed 18” from the house, 

but it was actually installed four feet from the house.  In this instance, it 
was the only option for placement; however, the lawn can still be mowed.  
The vendor should have stated the correct location when the request was 
submitted.  

The Finance Committee represented by AN advised the following:
• Taxes are being completed.  
• Tara provided activity account information to treasurers for all the clubs.  
• February financials are being worked on right now.  There is a surplus in 

the snow budget line.  The FC is looking into how to treat the overage by 
possibly putting money into the snow reserves or putting money towards 
water bills that will be over budget with sprinklers now repaired and running 
more.  Since there wasn’t any snow during the 2022-2023 season, there 
will be no snow reimbursement from the Township, so there will not be 
that income for 2024.

• The Reserve prep work is taking place for the next Reserve Study.

Brian Shorr (BS) added that there are still October, November, and December for 
possible snow, so money for snow removal needs to remain available.

The Social Committee (SC) represented by Al Lassoff (AL), chairperson, advised 
the following:

• The programs on the agenda until October were announced.  
• Proposed activities include a game night, a high school dance, the Memorial 

Day and Labor Day parties, and the return of Harvest Fest.  

A motion was made to accept all the submitted club minutes.  The motion was 
unanimously approved by the BOT.

• Clubhouse Committee:  March 1, 2023
• Grounds Committee:  March 7, 2023
• Architectural Control Committee:  March 8, 2023
• Social Committee:  March 8, 2023

At the conclusion of the meeting, the BOT opened the meeting for all questions 
from the residents who were present at the virtual meeting.

The May BOT meeting will be held at 9:00 A.M. on Monday, May 15, 2023.  
All residents are welcome and encouraged to attend the BOT meetings.  The 
monthly BOT meetings usually take place on the third Monday of the month in 
the Conference Room on the second floor of the Clubhouse at 9:00 A.M. unless 
otherwise communicated; due to continuing concerns regarding the Covid-19 virus, 
it is expected that the May meeting will be held via Zoom.  Reminders about the 
meeting are sent approximately one week in advance of the meeting,  

Please remember that the best way to obtain current information regarding 
community operations is by attending the monthly BOT meetings as well as 
through eblasts sent out to the community.  In addition, detailed minutes from 
each BOT meeting are available on the community website within a week of the 
actual meeting.

Our community would not be the desirable place to live that it is without the efforts 
of all the residents.  We have many committees and clubs whose members devote 
untold hours to helping preserve the aesthetics and provide the activities that we 
all expected when we bought homes at Four Seasons.  Sincere thanks to those of 
you who selflessly give your time!  To those of you who would like to help, please 
reach out to our BOT members or to our fabulous management team:  Andrew 
Newman (Community Manager); Tara Lesnick (Assistant Community Manager).

HOLIDAY CITY BERKELEY
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NJ License No. 3662
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Culinary Corner 
Grandparenting 
Travel Blog 
Short Stories 
Trivia  
Local Volunteering opportunities 
Meet Your Neighbor 
 

Poetry Corner 
Restaurant Review 
Comic Strip 
Illustrations 
Sports Center 
Hobbies 
Movie Review 
 

Write for the Pegasus Press  
Be a contributor to our community paper  
 

 
 
 
 

We are looking for residents who would like to write for the 
Pegasus Press!   Perhaps you have a passion for cooking, a 
talent for drawing, or love to dine out or anything else that 
sparks your interest.  Let’s read about it in the Pegasus Press!  
Submit as frequently as you’d like!  No pressure! 
 

Here are some suggestions you may like to write about:  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to submit an article to be published in the 
Pegasus Press, please send it directly to fsmpegasuspress@gmail.com. 
 

Pegasus Press will be looking to sponsor free writing classes for 
FSM residents this summer … dates to be announced. 
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April 2023
Blue

3rd
PLACE

“Alfa Romeo” 
by Howard Sherry

“Is The Color Too 
Bright?” 

by Howard Sherry

“Blueberries” 
by Howard Sherry

Beginner

2nd
PLACE

1ST
PLACE
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April 2023
Blue

1ST
PLACE

2nd
PLACE

3rd
PLACE

“Blue Bow Bonnet”
by Jerry Deutsch

“Blue Man” 
by Alan Bogard

“Scrub Jay"
by Jerry Deutsch

Advanced
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We moved in twelve years ago, in May 2011.  Leaving a home twice the size, 
with larger property and a mix of neighbors of all ages, it was still foreign to us. 
We did not know what to expect.  We were not new to Jersey, but lived half an 
hour north of Manalapan, in Aberdeen.  So, we were familiar with the area, but 
still not as familiar with the location and our surroundings.

Family and friends asked why we moved so far south on Rt. 9 and off the 
Parkway.  They would say, “It’s such a long trip for us.”  Well, we were not 
moving for them, it was for us and what Four Seasons could offer us.  It was a 
big adjustment, I will not fool you.  Not being able to do certain things around 
the house, needing approval for modifications, and being in compliance with the 
rules was a big change after owning your own home.  However, you do make the 
sacrifices for a comfortable way of life.

Unlike many of you being involved in the construction of your home, our 
house was already built, a spec-house.  That being said, we could not come and 
watch the assembly of the house: the outside frame, inside design, and placing 
of appliances and cabinet choices.  But, the house did offer many options that we 
wanted.  Most importantly, it had a nice-sized kitchen with a double oven.  I love 
to cook and we enjoy entertaining.  We also have a nice private backyard, meaning 
there are no houses facing us. 

I was still working when we moved in.  Our street was still being developed 
and not everyone was in their house yet.  I do remember that while walking my 
dog, I met someone up the street from me and we started talking.  One thing led to 
another and she asked if I play Mahjongg.  Well, that’s where our friendship started.

Also, I remember that we had a block party that summer with all the neighbors.  
We had so much fun and made more friends and acquaintances.  Since that time, 
some people have moved on to other locations.  Some we still keep in touch with 
and others we do not.

Even though I was working, I still made an effort to join some clubs and enjoy 
the activities and trips.  I felt it was a good segue for when I retired.  As time goes 
by, you pick and choose what you want to do.  Life still goes on!

For those of you who are still fairly new to our development, we are centrally 
located for shopping, the major highways, our beautiful beaches, NYC, and Atlantic 
City. We have a nice-sized clubhouse where the women play cards and Mahjongg.  
The men as well play cards.  For people who love to exercise, we have a nice gym 
and an indoor pool.

When there is something to celebrate, we do celebrate for the good times and 
memories.  When something is not so good, we are all there to help and support 
each other.  People do care, even at times when you think they do not.  That’s 
what makes us a nice community to live within.  In the end, we all come together.

I remember during the storm “Sandy,” none of us knew what to expect.  We 
were not listening to the weathermen when they were saying this is a “Superstorm.”  
Well, we all bonded and helped each other.  Neighbors were letting us share some 
of their electricity by portable generators, so we could at least shower and have hot 
water.  We shared food so it would not be wasted, and we even had party drinks 
to “toast” Sandy!

Even during our lockdown when COVID hit, people were there to help.  If 
you were out for a walk and you saw someone sitting outside, they would ask you 
to come and join them (of course, six feet away.)  We still knew how to keep our 
sense of humor, socialize, and have fun.  We also did shopping for others if they 
were unable to leave their house.

Even now, we all look out for each other when we travel or for emergencies, 
may it be watering plants, taking in the mail, or just checking on the house.  We 
are a true community.

What I enjoy about our development is that we all have the same interests 
and we can connect with others in our age range.  However, I do have a negative:  
I miss seeing kids running up and down the block, riding their bikes, or skating.  

I’m not endorsing our community.  However, I am speaking for myself.  Where 
you’ll be happiest and how you choose to live in your retirement years is your 
decision.  I feel that being social and what Four Seasons has to offer is a way of 
staying happy and healthy.

Enjoy your choices and I hope to see you around!

Living in Four Seasons
By Debbie Weissman

For months, the news has covered the drought in the west.  The Great Salt 
Lake is shrinking, the water levels in Lake Mead and Lake Powell are dropping, 
and the once-mighty Colorado River is drying up.

Whenever I think of a drought, I am reminded of the first time we chartered a 
sailboat in the Virgin Islands. One would think there was no connection between 
the two. After all, we were afloat in the Caribbean surrounded by water. Do not, 
however, mistake this for a trip on the Queen Mary. We were on a 40-foot sailboat. 
Just us and another couple because it was the cheapest one-week vacation we 
could find. 

A floating vessel – regardless of size -- can only carry a limited amount of 
water. In the case of the sloop we chartered, the water tank held 10 gallons. That 
might sound like a lot. But there were four of us, each of whom took showers 
every evening. And we prepared food. And washed dishes as well as pots and pans.

This was my first encounter with the need to limit my water usage and it 
changed my perspective on many of the parts of life most of us take for granted. 
Not incidentally, the water pressure in the shower was pitiful. 

As a result of all of the above, we took to some unusual methods to do laundry. 
To wit: whenever we encountered a public shower on land, we paid to use it and 
wore all our clothes in layers into the stall. As we washed a layer, we peeled it and 
let it rinse in the bottom of the stall. Then we took the bundle back to the sailboat 
and, using clothes pins, hung them all along the lifelines to dry.

The one challenge I never anticipated was posed by my very thick hair, which 
really should have been washed along with the rest of me after a day of sailing 
and swimming. But the weak water pressure made it nearly impossible to rinse 
my body thoroughly. My hair? No way. 

Our trip budget would not allow for daily stops at public showers.  And 
honestly, no one -- including me -- wanted to swap the better part of a day of 
sailing, swimming, and sightseeing so I could find a public shower each evening.

Initially, I said I’d forgo the daily hair wash, and just live with the consequences. 
But after the fourth day, I was miserable. We happened to be anchored that evening 
in the harbor of a tiny island that has no shops but has a large bar. I noticed when 
we pulled in that they had public showers, but the price, $10 for five minutes, was 
very steep. Most others charged $2.

I balked at paying it. But my scalp was so itchy that I couldn’t sit still. 
Eventually, the rest of the crew handed me money and ordered me to go ashore. 
The one proviso: bring back a large soda bottle filled with planter’s punch, a rum 
drink that everyone aboard enjoyed.

Armed with what I hoped was enough cash to cover our needs, a few layers 
of clothing, a bottle of shampoo, a bar of soap, and an empty large soda bottle, 
I rowed the dinghy that we towed behind us to shore.  Once in the bar, I handed 
the woman the large bottle, placed the order for a filled bottle of planters punch, 
gave her the 10-dollar bill, and went into the shower.

After I figured out how to make the shower work, I luxuriated in every one of 
those five minutes and emerged a much happier sailor. Then I returned to the bar to 
claim the bottle of booze. Knowing I had limited cash in my pocket, I trepidatiously 
asked her how much I owed her for the planter’s punch.

The very kind barkeep, ignoring my bag full of shampoo, soap, and very soggy 
laundry, handed me the filled bottle and said I owed her nothing. Assuming she 
didn’t understand, I asked how much I owed for the planter’s punch.

Her answer was curt and to the point. She said, “Water is dear here. Liquor 
is free.” 

Thoughts Upon a Drought
By JoAnn Abraham
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It is a staple of mystery stories and superhero adventures that the good guys 
like Sherlock Holmes, Batman, and so many others, from time to time find their 
adversaries to be intelligent. Holmes’ enemy Doctor Moriarty comes to mind, as 
do the Joker, the Riddler, and other comic and movie foes of Batman.  Sometimes 
these fictional, almost mythical evildoers are billed as criminal geniuses.  However, 
in the real world, where bats are sightless, live deep in caves, don’t have any human 
attributes at all, and where the Sherlock Holmes stories are nothing more than 
turn-of-the-century Penny Dreadfuls, real criminals are, for the most part, stupid, 
as the title above suggests. And that’s why the jails are full of them. 

That phrase, “You can’t fix stupid,” is often attributed to comedian Ron White, 
who used it as the title of a comedy album in 2006. But the phrase seems to have 
been around for many years before that album. The first time I heard the phrase 
was from a judge at a criminal case sentencing sometime in the 1970s.  It was 
Judge Suglia, in Brooklyn - the same judge who wore tattered robes and who used 
to make people who talked over him in court stand in the corner facing the wall 
for fifteen minutes. The good judge was sentencing a professional burglar who 
had broken into a dwelling at night, which is unusual because most professionals 
do it during the afternoon, when most people are at work or otherwise out of the 
house. It’s safer for the burglar if no one is home. And, if he gets caught, it is a 
lesser crime than burglary at night. Anyway, this nighttime thief was hungry from 
his illicit labors, so in addition to lifting the valuables he raided the refrigerator.  
Then, after his meal, incredibly, he fell asleep at the kitchen table of the house 
he was burgling. The homeowner-victim called the cops, and the miscreant was 
awakened by two gentlemen in uniform.  As this was one of many convictions on 
his rap sheet, the judge sentenced him to the maximum jail time for the burglary 
and theft of property.  And, even more harshly, he ordered that the sentences be 
served consecutively, meaning that when the ten years on the burglary charge 
were completed, he would start serving the five years on the theft charge. Most 
unusual. Normally, a judge will order the time to be served concurrently, meaning 
the sentences would run together, shortening the actual time incarcerated.  The 
defense lawyer immediately asked Judge Suglia to reconsider this harsh sentence. 
The judge shook his head “no” and said, almost in a whisper at the start, “I’m 
sorry, I won’t. This defendant is more than a bit stupid,” and then in a louder voice, 
almost shouting, “AND YOU CAN’T FIX STUPID.” And then in a low voice, “So 
he needs to be off the streets for as long as possible.” And all this is on the record!

And then there was the rapist who assaulted a woman in the hallway of her 
apartment house, and while pulling up his pants his wallet dropped from his back 
pocket to the floor, but he never bothered to look down and pick it up. When he 
opened his apartment door an hour or so later and saw the cops standing there, 
he spontaneously said, with a look of glee on his face, “Oh, good, you found my 
wallet. I think I dropped it in the hallway…” That’s when he realized why they 
were there and shut his mouth to keep from further incriminating himself.

There are of course exceptions to the general rule that criminals are stupid. 
There are quite a few lawyers, accountants, doctors, and other seemingly intelligent 
people who are serving time as forced guests of the state.  And yet, as members of the 
criminal population, they are outnumbered ten thousand-fold by the many burglars, 
robbers, murderers, and others of that ilk.   These allegedly more intelligent people 
most likely committed some form of white-collar crime. According to Wikipedia, 
the term “white-collar crime” refers to financially motivated, nonviolent, or non-
directly violent crimes committed by individuals, businesses, and government 
professionals. It was first defined in 1939 by sociologist Edwin Sutherland  as “a 
crime committed by a person of respectability and high social status in the course 
of their occupation.” (Thanks, Wikipedia.)

The key in that definition is that white-collar crime is committed “in the 
course of their occupation.” Therefore, a bank president who is embezzling 
money from the bank that employs him is a white-collar criminal. But if he also, 
independent of the embezzlement, commits a murder, for that violent crime he 
isn’t a white-collar criminal. Perhaps this is why the specific offense committed 
may not be as important to a sentencing judge as the authorized sentence range 
for the offense, as mandated by the criminal statutes.  It doesn’t matter if the 
offense is white-collar or not, for sentencing purposes. This doesn’t mean that the 
judge won’t take into consideration the actual harm caused by the defendant. A 
judge may increase a sentence within the sentencing guidelines, for aggravating 
factors or reduce the sentence within those sentencing guidelines for mitigating 
factors. For example, evidence of remorse. Its absence may be considered by the 
judge as an aggravating factor. Repayment of money stolen, or even the offer of 
repayment would be evidence of remorse and viewed as a mitigating factor. When 
announcing the sentence, the judge is required to list the aggravating or mitigating 
factors considered. But, for sure, “stupid” is not a mitigating or aggravating factor 
for sentencing.  

Although you can’t fix stupid, and it is not a strong argument to raise at 
sentencing, it may be useful as a defense in some situations. Consider the following. 
During the gas shortage in the 1970s, a fire marshal went into a pizzeria for lunch. 
Under the pizza oven, he saw two standard red plastic containers used to transport 
or store five or ten gallons of gasoline. At first, he assumed they were being used 
for some sort of cooking oil. But he then saw a shelf with a few clear plastic bottles 
with labels indicating that cooking oil was in them. Curious, he asked what was 
in the red plastic containers under the pizza oven. The counterman smiled broadly 
at this question and said, “They’re okay, they’re gas for my car, for the shortage.” 
The fire marshal became almost apoplectic, immediately produced his shield as 
identification, closed the pizza shop, removed the gas containers, and arrested the 

You Can’t Fix Stupid
By Steve Resnick

counterman on a charge of attempted arson.   At the first appearance in court later 
that day (the arraignment) the judge heard the fire marshal explain the facts. The 
judge called for a sidebar conference. That means he asked the assistant district 
attorney and the Legal Aid attorney to come up and discuss something. “Is that all 
that happened?” he asked the two lawyers. Both said yes. The defense attorney, 
sensing an advantage said, “Judge, my client is not well educated, not the brightest. 
He doesn’t have much in the way of common sense, either. At most this is a case 
of violating the fire and building codes, putting gasoline so close to a high heat 
source, but it’s not attempted arson.”  Nodding his head, the judge turned to the 
assistant district attorney and asked why the fire marshal didn’t just remove the 
gasoline containers and write a summons. And then he answered his own question, 
“Because he’s stupid, just like this idiot who put the gasoline under the oven.” Not 
seeking to fix stupid, just to uphold the law and hide the lack of common sense 
of both sides, and most importantly to move the case along, the judge accepted 
a plea to a violation of the fire code and ordered the payment of a nominal fine.

I believe that the judge shared the view of many in the law enforcement 
community and elsewhere, that it’s not only the criminals who sometimes seem 
stupid but the law enforcers as well. I agree with that view. A good example? I 
distinctly remember a case I managed involving some organized crime activities 
in the Atlantic City casinos. The case was a complex one involving, among other 
crimes, bribery, bank fraud, assault, attempted murder, and plain old theft. The 
case revolved around a bunch of loansharking victims in Staten Island who were 
unable to pay up. After being somewhat bruised, they were told their debts would 
be paid off if they opened credit lines at the New Jersey casinos, gambled at the 
roulette tables under the supervision of a mob confederate, and when their credit 
lines were raised to the maximum, instead of paying off their casino markers, giving 
the accumulated chips to the mobsters’ confederate. The theory these conspirators 
were operating under was that because gambling debts were not enforceable in 
court, the gamblers would be off the hook when the casinos tried to collect on the 
markers and they, the mobsters, would make a killing in illegally obtained chips.

Now, these New York mob guys and their victims can all be forgiven for their 
mistake. It is true that gambling debts are not enforceable in court. But that’s only 
so if the gambling debts are from illegal gambling. Casino gambling is not illegal, 
and the courts will enforce payment of casino-related gambling debts.  

So, the victims who owed the casinos were sued, and the lawyers handling 
the cases for the casinos started to see a pattern in the filed Answers and witness 
depositions. Recognizing the existence of some scheme that was beyond their 
ability to investigate, they called the cops. The cops they called were New Jersey 
State Police detectives assigned to the Casino Investigations Bureau, which was 
based outside Atlantic City.  At the time, my office was there and I dealt with these 
cops daily. Although we are talking about how you can’t fix stupid, I want to make 
it clear that I do not mean to imply the New Jersey State Police need to be fixed, 
that they are stupid. In fact, they have the best training and professionalism of any 
police force I have ever encountered. This case, in which about a dozen casino 
executives and mobsters went to jail, was well handled by the cops. 

Nevertheless, there were a few detectives in that office who did need to be 
fixed. I asked three of those detectives, whom we will call Moe, Larry, and Curly, 
to visit a few of the victims who lived in Staten Island and serve them with grand 
jury subpoenas. Now, whenever we serve subpoenas outside our jurisdiction, in 
an almost knee-jerk reaction the cops will ask why we serve subpoenas if the 
subjects don’t have to honor them. I then explain that if they appear, no jurisdiction 
problem exists. And if they don’t appear, having served the subpoenas forms the 
basis for an action to enforce the subpoenas in the New York courts.  When the 
witnesses learn that a New York judge can hold them in jail or on bail pending their 
appearance in New Jersey, they usually agree to come and testify. But not Moe, 
Larry, and Curly. These officers didn’t ask that at all. They did not ask anything. 
Instead, they went to a map to determine where in New Jersey the township of 
Staten Island is located. How these guys got through the NJSP training academy 
is anybody’s guess. As good as that academy is, it can’t fix stupid.

In other articles, we may discuss other legal topics. However, as with the topics 
discussed in this article, we are speaking in generalities, and nothing written here 
should be construed as legal advice for a particular case. A specific set of facts may 
invoke other legal principles and require a different conclusion. It is always best 
to consult a lawyer, with all the facts of the case, to be able to ascertain exactly 
what your rights and responsibilities are in a particular situation.    - Steve Resnick   
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Grounds Committee
Spring Peeper Frogs 

The spring peeper is a small chorus frog.  While walking across the bridge 
connecting the east and west sides of FSM, you are bound to hear the peepers 
singing in the springtime. The ideal temperature for them to start to “call” is 
between 37-44 degrees.

Spring peepers are named for their signature high-pitched calls. This species 
is native to eastern North America and can be found from Manitoba, Canada to 
Florida. It is a woodland species that lives in areas with heavy plant growth near 
ponds, streams, or swamps. Peepers are typically found on the ground within the 
leaf litter where they are well camouflaged. Within the forest ecosystem, these 
frogs have a role in controlling insect populations. 

They catch their food with long, sticky tongues. The adult peepers feed on 
spiders and a variety of small insects, such as ants, pill bugs, or moth and butterfly 
larvae. They also eat mites, caterpillars, springtails, and other arthropods. They 
may help to control mosquitoes and other small insect populations. The peeper 
larvae feed on algae during their early development in the water.

In appearance, peepers are gray, tan, or light brown in color with a light belly.  
They can be identified by the dark “X” on their backs and bands on their legs. The 
toes have flat pads that secrete a mucous that acts as an adhesive to aid in climbing. 
An adult is between ¾ - 1 ¼ inches in length. Males can be distinguished from 
females by examining their throats; only the males have dark wrinkles showing 
the extra skin that will expand when calling.

Peepers can live up to four years. Spring peepers spend their winters on land, 
and they can be frozen solid for three days and survive!

 One of the reasons why peepers sing in chorus may be that it makes it 
difficult for their predators to find any one peeper. They have an uncanny knack 
for positioning themselves so that the surrounding leaves and stems amplify their 
calls and cause them to seem as if they are emanating from somewhere else - a 
kind of natural ventriloquism. Combine this with an ability to change the tone 
of their skin color to match the environment, and it is not surprising that it takes 
patience to actually see a peeper calling.

Unlike many other frog species, peepers reproduce by laying eggs singly, 
rather than in a mass. Eggs are fertilized by the males as they are laid and can be 
found attached to plants or leaf litter in shallow woodland pools. A female may lay 
anywhere from 750 to 1,200 eggs, which attach to submerged aquatic vegetation. 
The fertilized eggs will hatch within a few days (longer if temperatures are cool) 
and require 2-4 months to mature from tadpoles into frogs. Spring peepers are 
active from the end of winter until late fall when they dig into the soil to begin 
hibernation. The timing of breeding depends on spring temperatures, but generally 
begins in late February or March and continues into May. Males call to attract a 
mate and establish a territory. When a suitable mate is located, males grasp the 
females in a position known as amplexus.

Spring peepers are small tree frogs. They can be found in trees, on plants, 
and on the forest floor, making it difficult to locate them when they are peeping 
in chorus. They can be all around you...above and below. They have been seen 
on the railing of the bridge, on patio furniture, and in other unexpected places. A 
resident found one in her bathroom sink!

The difference between peepers and other frogs is their distinctive peeping 

noise that can sound a lot like jingling bells when many are singing together. Their 
peeping is most prevalent in the spring. However, as spring turns to summer, their 
song dies down a bit, and other species of frog pipe up. By August the frog’s calls 
are not obvious. Spring peepers will peep well into the fall, especially when the 
weather is warm, although the tiny frogs won’t gather and peep in a chorus as they 
do when they’re primed to mate in early spring. In the fall, the peepers disperse 
from the home range they established in spring to look for places to hibernate.

Most frog species are nocturnal and are therefore more active, and vocal, 
after dusk. Nighttime is the best time to hear frogs calling. Given their reliance 
on water for breeding, it is not surprising that frogs tend to call more after it rains.

To the ancient Egyptians, they were a symbol of life and fertility, since millions 
of them were born after the annual flooding of the Nile, which brought fertility 
to the otherwise barren lands. Consequently, in Egyptian mythology, there is a 
frog-goddess named Heqet, who represents fertility.  The word frog in Japanese 
means “return,” which is why the frog is considered a lucky animal and seen as 
good fortune in Japan. Some Native Americans regarded them as rain gods.

In general, the presence of frogs in an area indicates a healthy environment. 
A reduction in their population suggests a problem with the water, air, or soil. 
Frogs are important indicators of the health of their environments because they 
are extremely sensitive to changes in air and water quality, moisture levels, and 
temperature. Frog populations have been declining markedly. Climate change, 
chemical pollution, acid rain, roads, and loss of habitat are blamed for their 
disappearance in some areas and decline in others.

Frogs have permeable skin that absorbs toxic materials. These poisons are 
concentrated and stored in the frogs’ fat cells, contributing to their demise. Frogs 
spend part of their lives in water as tadpoles. Frogs’ soft, jellylike eggs readily 
take up pollutants when they absorb moisture during development. Pesticides 
cause thyroid gland problems and physical mutations such as misshapen or extra 
limbs. As frogs lose their habitats to development, weather changes, logging, and 
pollution, the entire ecosystem is affected. Studies of frogs can tell us when waters 
are polluted and warn us of how environmental changes affect cell development.

Frogs eat untold billions of insects each year, making them economically 
valuable to agriculture. They also provide a critical food source for birds, fish, 
snakes, and other wildlife. But the most important contribution frogs make may 
be their role as environmental indicators.

Frogs are considered ecologically friendly since they help to balance the 
ecosystem. Frogs are predators of disease-carrying insects like mosquitoes and 
flies. Tadpoles eat algae, which helps reduce the occurrence of algal contamination 
in ponds or small bodies of water such as the water features in the FSM landscape.

The secretions from the skin of frogs and from glands near their ears called 
parotid glands, as well as their bones and muscle tissues, have been used as 
remedies. Their medicinal properties are used to help fight infections, bites, cancer, 
heart disorders, hemorrhages, allergies, inflammation, pain, and even AIDS. 
Scientists have known for years that the skin of frogs is a rich source of chemicals 
capable of killing bacteria, viruses, and fungi. Researchers have attempted to 
isolate those germ-fighting chemicals and make them suitable for development 
into new antibiotics.
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Male peepers can puff up their throats. This bubble is the frog’s vocal sac. To 
make their calls, peepers close their nostrils and mouths and squeeze their lungs, 
which causes the vocal sac in the throat to inflate like a balloon. The peeping 
sound happens as air leaves the lungs, and passes over the vocal cords and into 
the vocal sac.

Snakes, salamanders, large carnivorous insects, raptors, and other birds, 
prey on adult spring peepers. Tadpoles are eaten by aquatic invertebrates and 
salamander larvae. 

Multi-sensory elements such as bird songs, frog sounds or the scent of 
wildflowers have well-documented beneficial effects on mental restoration, 
calmness, and creativity. Consequently, a stroll across the bridge may be giving 
you more than a dose of exercise. 

We welcome your comments and suggestions for future articles. Please 
contact us by emailing Jacque at jacque@jacquelynksmith.com. Include Pegasus 
Communications Subcommittee in the subject line. We look forward to hearing 
from you!

Grounds Committee
Communications Subcommittee
Jacquelyn Kirczow-Smith
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